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First, | would like to thank you all for your continuous support to our Society. Thanks to the
efforts of Council members and Secretary General, ASROC has been growing steadily and is in
good health. Currently the most important task of ASROC is to host the Society’s annual meeting
in order to provide an adequate venue for local astronomers to present their most recent
discoveries and report their latest research results, and to exchange ideas and organize
cooperation. Furthermore, the annual meeting also offers a proper occasion for people to
discuss astronomy-related issues and to popularize astronomy
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Last year we had our annual meeting held in the beautiful Taitung City along the east
coast of Taiwan. With great honor, we invited Dr. Michael Mumma, Director of Goddard Center
for Astrobiology of NASA Astrobiology Institute, and Dr. Jesus Galindo Trejo, Senior Research
Fellow of National Autonomous University of Mexico to give plenary talks on “Comet Taxonomy
and Astrobiology” and “The Prophecy of Maya”, respectively. (For ASROC2012 event photos,
please visit http://www.asroc.org.tw/). It is my great pleasure here to announce that the Society
will have this year’s annual meeting, ASROC2013, to be held on the beautiful offshore island
Penghu at National Penghu University. For this year, | am pleased to inform you that we have
invited Dr. Andrew Fabian, the Royal Society Research Professor in Astronomy of University of
Cambridge and a Fellow of the Royal Society of UK, and Dr. Donald Goldsmith, the award winner
of the Science Writing Award of American Institute of Physics (AIP), the Dorothea Klumpke-
Roberts Award of Astronomical Society of the Pacific (ASP) in popularization of astronomy and
the Annenberg Award of American Astronomical Society (AAS) in astronomy education, to be
the plenary speakers. You will soon receive the 2"_Circular for further details. All of you are
cordially invited to participate in this annual event; see you all in Magong City.
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In addition, through the voting of all members at ASROC2012 and careful consideration
of the Council, we had the official ASROC logo determined. Besides the original design, there are
three varieties derived from the original design for applications in various conditions. (To
download, please check http://www.asroc.org.tw/emblem/emblem.html) Enclosed please find
6 logo stickers for you to keep and use (four in the original design, one with ASROC Chinese
name added, and one with slight different colors to adapt to assorted backgrounds).
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By the way, besides our long-time friends, the Physics Department of Chinese Culture
University and Taipei Astronomical Museum, the Society has increased the number of her group
members significantly from two to nine this year. I'd like to express my deepest appreciation to
you all for your sincere support. Listed below are the newly registered group members:

« Department of Earth Sciences, National Taiwan Normal University
* Institute of Astronomy, National Central University
* Institute of Astronomy, National Tsing Hua University

+ Physics Department, National Tsing Hua University

« Institute of Space, Astrophysical and Plasma Sciences, National Cheng Kung University

+ Physics Department, National Cheng Kung University

* Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Academia Sinica
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Finally, as before, ASROC received 100 copies of the 2013 Astronomical Almanac (in
Chinese) and 120 copies of Journal of Taipei Astronomical Museum (JTAM) of 2012 from TAM.
We distributed them to most of you based on your background as we have more than 120
members presently; in general, faculty members and full-time profession were given lower
priority as these members may have gotten JTAM and Astronomical Almanac from the TAM
directly already. Appreciate your understanding.
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Best wishes,
# — ¥ #% KUAN Yi-Jehng
PEARE 2 F E1@E L President, Astronomical Society of ROC
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